
 he long hot summer is nearly over and that means we’re gearing up for 
another fantastic season of jazz in Ft. Lauderdale!  From classics to big 
band and swing, to the sultry sounds of hot Latin jazz, Gold Coast Jazz 
promises some good times for everyone. Join us this year to be entertained 
and inspired.
 This year we kick off our season on Wednesday, November 11 with the big 
bands sounds of the South Florida Jazz Orchestra with vocalist Lisanne Lyons 
in Jazz Legends of Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.  This Miami jazz ensemble is 
a “modern big band comprised of many of the best jazz and studio musicians 
and jazz educators” from the southeast.     They have an electric repertoire 
which includes new arrangements of jazz standards and some exciting new jazz 
compositions.  Joining the SFJO for this concert will be jazz singer extraordinaire, 
Lisanne Lyons.
 Eddie Higgins was a local jazz legend and performed or recorded with just about 
every jazz luminary imaginable including Oscar Peterson, Stan Getz, Dizzy Gillespie, George Shearing and other 
jazz stars of the day.  On December 9, renowned jazz pianist/arranger/composer/music director and longtime friend Dick Hyman 
will pay tribute to Higgins with his own special musical style.  Join Dick and Eddie’s band mates for an unforgettable evening of 
jazz and  the best in jazz piano.
 On Saturday, January 9, you won’t want to miss the return engagement of the renowned Glenn Miller Orchestra directed by 
Larry O’Brien.  This concert, presented in partnership with the Broward Center for the Performing Arts, will take place at Parker 
Playhouse.   An unforgettable night of swing, the GMO is considered to be “one of the best bands of all time.”  “At Last” this will 
be your chance to hear this legendary jazz band in performance.  
 On Wednesday, January 13, the Cyrus Chestnut Trio will be the featured artists.   Named “… best jazz pianist of his 
generation… ” in Time Magazine, Cyrus Chestnut is known for his imaginative, inventive style, and for his profound sense of the 
history and language of jazz.  Chestnut has performed and/or recorded with everyone from Jon Hendricks, Wynton Marsalis and 
Betty Carter to Bette Midler and Freddie Hubbard.”  This dynamic performer, inspired by the likes of other great pianist from Fats 
Waller to Thelonius Monk, has “an exuberant feeling of musical joy,” says the LA Times.  Join Chestnut and band mates, Michael 
Hawkins on bass and Neil Smith on drums for a jubilant and fresh outlook on jazz standards and some jazzy arrangements of the 
songs of Elvis Presley in Jazzin’ Elvis.
 Benny Goodman enjoyed lots of titles, including “Patriarch of the Clarinet” and “Swing’s Senior Statesman” but he was mostly 
referred to as “The King of Swing.”  2009 marked the centennial of Goodman’s birth, but we’re continuing the celebration with a 
Tribute to Benny Goodman by the Terry Myers Orchestra on Wednesday, February 10, 2010.   
  The March winds may be a blowin’ but we’re blowing in jazz vocalist, pianist and composer, Tony DeSare, for the Wednesday, 
March 10 jazz concert.  DeSare is a young jazz lion with a style “stretching from Harry Connick, Jr. to Michael Bublé and Jamie 
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President’s Message

 oliticians, media pundits, economists, and our own accountants have 
been hammering us with so much bad news of late, that I’m hoping to 
change the beat with a bit of good news: amid the gloom, the future of jazz 
in South Florida is brightening.  Through our inaugural season of First 
Friday Jazz Jams and another strong showing at our Jeanette Russell 
Scholarship competition, I’ve heard more talented young jazz musicians 
here in our community than I ever could have imagined. Those of you 
who’ve dropped by one of the jams or heard the scholarship kids play 
already know, but the rest of you would be astonished by the dedication 
and musicianship of some of these young players.
Here at Gold Coast Jazz, we’re more inspired than ever to continue to 

create opportunities for the future artists of jazz. Of course we’re also excited to bring seasoned 
musicians at the height of their craft to our main stage concert series to entertain and inspire 
music lovers young and old. We’re grateful for your continued help and support in these 
important endeavors. 
 At Gold Coast Jazz, we also love collaborating with other organizations in our community.  
Many of you may have attended recent member events held in collaboration with the Bonnet 
House Alliance, the Rotary Club, or the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. Roberta Young 
and her membership committee are working overtime planning even more exciting partnership 
events in the months ahead to give our members a chance to enjoy some good music and meet 
some new people. On November 6, we return to the Bonnet House for another great night of 
Jazz & Chocolate on their beautiful grounds. On December 10, our members will gather at 
the Ft. Lauderdale Museum of Art for a jazzy “Informance” about jazz and Norman Rockwell.  
On January 31 we’re partnering with the Ft. Lauderdale Film Festival for an evening of jazz 
films and food.  Our hard working gala committee is busily planning another stellar event in 
late February and we’ll be continuing our First Friday Jazz Jams in December.  I hope you’ll 
make an effort to attend some or all of these happenings. Or if you’d like to join a committee 
and help, please call the Gold Coast Jazz office.
 This year will be a challenging one for our local arts organizations and we really need 
your support more than ever before.   Those of you who are not members or have let your 
memberships lapse, I urge you to join today. We’ll do our very best to give you back more 
than your money’s worth of fun and musical stimulation—along with the satisfaction of doing 
something good for jazz, education, and your community.
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